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Housing Scheme Hurdles

India's initiative to improve housing for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
faces challenges due to data mismatches and a cumbersome registration
process, complicating access to intended benefits.
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India's Pradhan Mantri PVTG Development Mission aims to improve socio-economic
conditions of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) by 2026, planning to invest
324,000 crore in services including housing. The initiative targets 4.9 lakh PVTG
households, providing them with secure housing and a total of ¥23.39 lakh each in three
installments. Despite the good intentions, the implementation faces significant
challenges, primarily due to data mismatches and a confusing application process. Data
discrepancies from Direct Benefit Transfers (DBTs) lead to wrong entitlement deliveries,
while the registration process for the 'Housing scheme' is noted for being inefficient and
cumbersome. The mobile app developed to aid registration under the scheme
complicates matters by listing over 300 banks for fund transfers but omits key banks
like IPPB, crucial for remote areas. The app also features a lengthy registration process,
which exacerbates confusion among PVTGs, and non-PVTGs are found registering,
further muddling the data. Additional concerns arise from the program's geographical
confinements to specific regions like Andhra Pradesh's Rajnagar district, limiting many
eligible families. Despite potential benefits, these administrative complexities and
regional limitations significantly hinder the scheme's effectiveness, impacting the overall
goal of enhancing PVTG livelihoods through better housing infrastructure.
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OBC Reservation Judgment

The article critiques the Calcutta High Court's judgment on Muslim OBC
reservations, arguing it overlooks substantive equality and the socio-
economic disadvantages of backward Muslim classes.

The Calcutta High Court's judgment on the reservation for Other Backward Classes
(OBC) among Muslims, emphasizing that the court overlooked the principle of
substantive equality. The decision declared reservations based on religion
unconstitutional, which the author argues is a flawed interpretation. The article
highlights that the Indian Constitution allows for affirmative action to uplift socially
and educationally backward classes, regardless of their religion. It underscores the
historical and ongoing marginalization of Muslim communities, pointing out that the
reservation aims to address their socio-economic disadvantages. The author
argues that the court's narrow view fails to recognize the intersectionality of caste
and religion, leading to continued discrimination against backward Muslim classes.
The article calls for a more nuanced understanding of equality and social justice,
urging the judiciary to consider the real-world implications of its decisions on
marginalized communities. It concludes by asserting that reservations for backward
Muslim classes are not about religious favoritism but about rectifying historical
injustices and promoting inclusive development.
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Language Equity in Educatio

The official recognition and integration of Indian Sigh Language (ISL) ensure
full participation and equity for Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHH) individuals
in India.

The systemic exclusion of Deaf and Hard
of Hearing (DHH) citizens in India,
particularly in education, healthcare, and
rights is highlighted. Despite the Indian
government's initiatives like the National
Programme for Prevention and Control of
Deafness, and the setting up of the Indian
Sign Language (ISL) Research and Training
Centre, ISL is not officially recognized,
limiting its usage in schools and public
services. The education system remains
focused on oralism, neglecting sign
language, which hampers the quality of life
for DHH individuals. Only a small
percentage of deaf children complete their
education due to a lack of ISL-trained
teachers and interpreters.

The article emphasizes the need for ISL to
be recognized as an official language,
integrated into schools and colleges, and
used in everyday situations to improve
accessibility and inclusivity. The healthcare
system also needs updates to ensure DHH
patients receive adequate care. The media,
especially news and entertainment, should
offer more accessible options. Overall, the
article calls for a shift in policy to ensure
the full participation of DHH individuals in
society, eliminating barriers to equity and
inclusion.
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Building Fire Safety Crisis

India urgently needs to address widespread neglect in fire safety
regulations and infrastructure to prevent building fire disasters.

The recent devastating fires in Rajkot,
Gujarat, and Delhi highlight the severe threat
of building fires in India. The widespread
neglect of fire safety norms by stakeholders,
including builders, proprietors, and regulatory
authorities, is a major concern. The National
Building Code (NBC) of India 2016, although
detailed, is only a recommendatory
document and enforcement falls under the
purview of state municipalities. The Bureau of
Indian Standards has set protocols, yet
adherence is lacking, as reflected on the
Director General, Fire Services website under
the Ministry of Home Affairs, which states
that India's fire services are poorly organized
and inadequately developed. The National
Disaster Management Authority proposed a
budget of ¥7,000 crore to improve fire and
emergency services, but the 13th Finance
Commission identified the need for a much
larger allocation of ¥90,000 crore. A Home
Ministry report from 2019 revealed India had
only 3,377 fire stations, far below the 2012
recommendation for over 7,500. Additionally,
the country faces a severe shortage of fire
personnel, with only 55,000 firemen available
against a requirement of 5,60,000. Recent
efforts include a ¥5,000 crore allocation and
a mandate for states to add 1,400 crore for
modernizing services. The 15th Finance
Commission advises setting aside 12.5% of
funds for disaster response, emphasizing a
coordinated approach to fire safety amidst
rising heatwaves and climate challenges.
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Managed Care in India

Managed care models like MCOs hold potential to enhance India's universal
health coverage but require careful integration and regulation.

Health insurance is becoming a crucial
aspect of universal health coverage (UHC) in
India, inspired by U.S. reforms. A notable
health-care chain in South India is pioneering
a managed care organization (MCO) model,
integrating insurance and health-care
services under one roof. Historically, U.S.
MCOs emerged in the 1970s, emphasizing
cost control and preventive care. Despite
India's focus on hospitalization insurance,
there is a growing market for outpatient
coverage. MCOs in developing countries,
according to Tollman et al., are typically
urban-centric, catering to high-income
groups, and effective where public systems
are weak. In contrast, India's health insurance
has largely targeted the affluent urban
population, with less emphasis on cost
control and preventive care. The NITI
Aayog's 2021 report endorsed an outpatient
care insurance scheme based on a
subscription model, aimed at integrating care
for cost savings. The Ayushman Bharat
Mission incentivizes hospital openings in
underserved areas, suggesting similar
incentives for MCOs could enhance UHC.
While private sector initiatives show promise,
they require careful management and public-
private cooperation. Ultimately, while MCOs
could play a significant role in India's UHC,
their success depends on effective
integration, financial strength, and
comprehensive regulatory frameworks to
ensure equitable health care access and cost
control.
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Private Rocket Prospects

Agnikul Cosmos's successful test of the ‘Agnibaan’ rocket marks a
significant boost for India's private space sector and innovation.

On May 30, Agnikul Cosmos successfully
tested its rocket ‘Agnibaan’ with the
‘Suborbital Tech Demonstrator’ (SOrTeD)
mission, marking a significant milestone in
India's private space sector. This fifth
attempt saw a minimal version of the 14-
tonne, two-stage launch vehicle powered by
3D-printed semi-cryogenic engines. Agnikul's
success aligns with India's expanding market
for small satellite launch services, currently
led by ISRO's PSLV and soon, the Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle. However, Agnikul
needs to improve its communication of test
flight parameters. The private sector's test
flights, including Skyroot’s ‘Vikram’ in 2022,
signify more than commercial potential.
ISRO's support and shared technical
expertise have accelerated these missions,
potentially spurring innovation in the sector.
Notably, ISRO’s development of carbon-
carbon composite engine nozzles for the
PSLV, increasing payload capacity by 15 kg,
exemplifies cross-sector knowledge transfer.
The government should foster frameworks
for  free-flowing knowledge, ensuring
advancements in aerospace benefit broader
scientific fields.




